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Key Driving Forces
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Key Driving Forces

Social: Global Population Growth and Migration Patterns
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The global population will increase to 8.3 billion in 2030, with most incremental growth 

coming from Africa and Asia, resulting in highly uncertain future migration patterns.
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Key Driving Forces 

Social: Shifting Demographics

Immigration will cause significant demographic shifts across Europe; Estonia, like the rest 

of the region will be challenged to evaluate its immigration policies, as well as embrace 

diversity

Source: United Nations, Source: Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the UN Secretariat (2007).  World Population 

Prospects

Immigration by Region (Thousands), 1960-2010

Change in European Population, 2007-2050F
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Share of Population Age 65 and Older, 2030
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Key Driving Forces 

Social: Aging Populations and Impact on Immigration Policies

Europe is aging rapidly, which will have a significant impact on immigration policies to help 

alleviate pressure of an increasing cost burden

Source: United Nations 2006 medium variant forecast.

Share of Population of 65 Years and Older, 2030F
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Age Dependency Ratio1

Public Benefits to the Elderly, 

as a Percent of GDP1
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Public benefits as a % of GDP and age dependency ratios will increase, forcing all 

European countries to explore avenues to manage rising pension and healthcare costs

Key Driving Forces 

Social: Aging in Europe and Impact on Public Benefits
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Key Driving Forces 

Social: Population Decline in Russia
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Source: World Population Prospects, the 2006 Revision (medium variant)

Population, Russia (Million), 1950-2050F
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The Russian population is shrinking, creating both economic opportunities and social 

problems in the region

F F F F F
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Key Driving Forces 

Social: Rising Urbanization and Changing Consumption Patterns

Source:  World Urbanization Prospects, 2007, UN Data 

Urbanization is rising around the world, and almost two-thirds of the global population is 

expected to live in cities by 2030, leading to very different global patterns of food, energy 

and transport consumption

World Urbanization Prospects, 1970�±2030F

Today there are 19 megacities �±cities with more than 10 million inhabitants. By 2025, the number is 

expected to increase to 27, with Asian cities dominating the landscape

F


