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Expertise and networks for innovation
Tekes is the main public funding and expert organis ation for 
financing research, development and innovation in F inland

� Tekes’ services
• Funding for innovative R&D and business

• Networking: Tekes facilitates collaboration and networking between small and 
large businesses; industry and the academia; globally – nationally – regionally 

• Tekes is non-profit and takes no equity or ownership nor intellectual property.

� Customers
• Finnish and international companies located in Finland

• Universities, research institutes, hospitals etc.

� Resources
• Budget: 600 million euros annually

• Personnel: 360 in Finland and abroad

• Public agency under the Ministry of Employment and the Economy
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R&D input in Finland
Total 6.9 billion euros, 3.7 percent of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2008

Sources: Statistics Finland and Tekes

Tekes R&D funding in 2010
Total 633 million euros and 1,896 projects

The funding for R&D includes 29 million euros from EU Structural Funds.
Research programmes of the Strategic Centres for Science, Technology 
and Innovation (SHOK) are joint programmes for research organisations 
and companies.
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Tekes aims to

� build a strong networked knowledge base

� renew the economy and create new 
businesses

� increase productivity in industries 
and service sector

� enhance wellbeing in society and 
improve environmental sustainability
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• Priority to growth-seeking, innovative SME’s

• Focus on forerunners and strategic innovations

• Focus on projects that create, in the long term, the 
greatest benefits for the economy and society.

Strategy in a nutshell

Growth and wellbeing from renewal
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Strategic research areas
determined by the Strategic 

Centres for Science, 
Technology and

Innovation

Added value by solution-based 
services and intangible concepts

Business in global 
value networks

Renewing services and 
production by digital means

Natural
resources and

sustainable
economy

Intelligent
environments

Vitality
of people

Strategic Focus areas
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Tekes’ overseas Offices

Finnode China

Finnode USA

Finnode Russia 

Tekes Washington, DC

Tekes Beijing

Finnode Japan

Finnode India
2011

Official opening
27 Sept. 2011
+ Business 
Delegation

• Tekes 
• Academy of Finland 
• Finpro
• Sitra, the Finnish National Fund for Research and Development 
• VTT the Technical Research Centre of Finland
• Steered by The Ministry of Employment and the Economy
• Administered by Finpro

• Mainly linked to Finnode , a global network of Finnish public and non-profit     
innovation organisations to boost international R&D cooperation and business
• Finnode links Finland’s innovation system with global knowledge hubs and growth 
regions
• Finnode offices are access nodes to hook up with partners in Finland

Tekes Brussels
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International cooperation in projects
funded by Tekes

Number of projects Number of projects
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Bioindustry in Finland

Finnish life science companies and centers

� Appr. 200 companies 

� 150 companies are in the core biotechnology business

� 40 - 50 are supporting companies, in subcontracting or 
consulting

� 5 business and science parks focused on biotechnology 
(Helsinki, Turku, Tampere, Kuopio and Oulu ) 

� Biocenter Finland: http://www.biocenter.fi/

� BioFinland Catalogue 2011-2012:
http://www.finbio.net/en/biofinland
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Bioindustry in Finland

Number of companies by year of foundation

� Before 1990 11%
� 1990 - 1994 17%
� 1995 – 1999  31%
� 2000 - 2004 29%
� 2005 - 12%
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Bioindustry in Finland

Finnish biotech companies by business line

� Diagnostics 28%
� Drug discovery 28%
� Food and feed 11%
� Biomaterials 11%
� Enzymes 5%
� Bioinformatics 11%
� Environment <5%
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Finnish-Indian cooperation

• Government-level agreements                                                                
build basis for broad scope of collaboration. 
• Agreement on Cooperation in the Fields of Science and Technology, 

March 2008 

http://www.tem.fi/index.phtml?l=en&s=2818

• Agreement on Economic Cooperation between Finland and India, 
March 2010 

http://www.tem.fi/index.phtml?l=en&s=2704

• Organisation-level agreements                                                          
support  the grass root -level cooperation
• Tekes - Department of Biotechnology

• Tekes - Department of Science and Technology
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Tools

� Funding
• Normal project funding

• Funding collaboration
� Processes, criteria…

• FiDiPro - the Finland Distinguished Professor Programme
www.fidipro.fi/en

� Proactive functions
• Studies (collaboration opportunities, potential partners, interests…)

• Networking events, seminars, workshops…

• Excursions, business delegations…

• FinNode India
� FinNode Projects DM 849418  
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Reports (Tekes – Finpro collaboration)

� Study on Indian Diagnostics Sector, 2008

� Report on Diagnostics Market in India, 2009

� Food Chain Diagnostics in India, 2010

Funding

� 4 research projects in diagnostics

� 1 company project
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Indo-Finnish Collaboration
Tekes – Department of Biotechnology (DBT)

2008

Initiative of 
DBT.
Recognition 
and 
definition of 
mutual 
interests.

2009
Trilateral joint 
call of Tekes, 
Academy of 
Finland and 
DBT in medical 
diagnostics.

2009
15th Technology 
Summit and 
Technology 
Platform, Indo-
Finnish Technology 
Partnership Forum, 
26-27 November, 
Delhi.
MoUs: 
- Tekes-DBT
- Tekes-DST

2010
Finnish-Indian 
Workshop on 
Affordable 
Diagnostics, May  
24-26, Helsinki, 
Finland.
Joint call of Tekes 
and DBT in 
diagnostics. 

2011
Deepening of 
collaboration.
Planning and 
building 
supportive 
frameworks.
Health India 
Gazelle.

Pioneering application area: diagnostics

Learning process: organisations, key persons, potential partners, innovation environment...

2011

Opening of 
FinNode
India 9/2011.

Business 
delegation 
led by 
Minister 
Häkämies.

DM 849418  



Copyright © Tekes 

Health India Gazelle, a business acceleration projec t
Joint effort of FinNode India, Tekes and Finpro

Objectives
� To help companies start

• successful business in India

• R&D&I collaboration with Indian organisations 

by providing need-oriented tailored services and networking opportunities.
o Understand market opportunities

o Understand funding and business requirements

o Develop strategy for Indian market entry / cooperation

o Minimise risks

o Link with potential partners, customers, key players and advisors in the Indian ecosystem 

o Incubation facilities 
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� Commitment of the key 
stakeholders

� Strong interest of industry and 
academia

� Joint interests

� Complementary expertise

� Win-win relationships

� Personal contacts

Success factors
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www.tekes.fi/en

www.tekes.fi/en/newsletter

www.tekes.fi/diagnosticsfindia

auli.pere@tekes.fi

TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER
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